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Southern Tenant Farmers' Union 
Eox 5215, Memphie, Tenn. 
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Tiis is not too early to wis eveyGnb & igory yi rry Christmas since 
there will not be another issue of Re news Uniti er the convention, 


Christmas is the ©sasori of gocvdwill, cheerfulness and helpfulness. 
When we think of being helpful let's think first cf those who need our 
nelp most, then think how we can best help them, and last but nor least, 


+... 


let's do the thing that will help most. 


0 


uristmas is the enniversary of Chirsi's birth. He was é& poor man 
end loved the poor veople. What is more, he helped the poor people. He 
said, "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethern to dweil ‘o- 


getnhncr in unity*, As our best service to numanity let's build our union, | 


— 


SIXTH CONVENTION MESTS 


The Annuel Convention of the Southern Tenant Farmers' Union will be 
held at Elytheville, Arkansas on Jenuary-5+ 6, and-7, 1940. Bvery local is 
urged to send delegates. 


If your local is behind with its reports or its dues payments so 
| | | 


that it would not be entitled to a delegate rou snouid get busy at once and 


» 


sec that nothing stands in tne way of your local being represented, 
Tnis convention will. be the most interesting and bdusiness-iike of 


any the S.T,F.U. has held, There will be syneakers from various governme'nt. 


departments and from organizations friendly to US. 


the work of the union for 1940 will be laid out and plans made to in- 


crease the value of the union to its membership. 


Congress will be in session at the Same time that our convention is 


which means that we have an opportunity in this convention to place our 


ideas and grievances before the supreme law making body of the land. 


( )yror7 ARD TO THD CONVENT LON. 


THE AAA AND THE SUARECROPPERS 


The County Committee is in charge of the AKA program in the county. 
This coumittee is clected by the County Conservation Association, Every 


person who is co-operating or participating in any of the AAA programs either 
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as a tenant, e sharecropper or a lendomer is a member of the association 
entitled to a vote in the tection of tne Couty Committee. 
| Any momber of the saeccietion wh is quatitier is eligible for 
to a place on the county committee. 
‘Throuchout the cotton growing area | sherecroppers and tenants have , 
been liecouraged in the matter of Satine part in these county elections. 
In alnost 100% of the counties the landlords have dominated the elections 


and 80 most of the county committees are who Lly ind of 


landowners - in most cases large planters. | 


Early this fall the Southern Tenant Far uers' Union urged its members: ; 


to make every effort to sartielvate ful ly in these elections. 
‘Trouble 
At ‘Macon, Mississippi in Noxubse County. one of our Organizers, 
Brother were Mayberry, went to the ‘courts agent on November 22 and asked 
about the date for ‘the election of the CORRE He spoke to no 
one the The County Agent said he didn't know the 


date. and after ques tioning Mayberry about his union membership told him 


that he ought to join the Farm. Bureau. Mayberry told him that he is already 


8 member of the Farm Bureau. Si wha: Shon told to return in a month, 
On November 25th, while Mayberry was at home four 
men came to his in car, “handcuff ed him drove a short distance 
Wale met another car with three mon in it They then 
to Mayberry about the head ani body, After a*ministering 
Severe beating they again put one of the. and took him several 
miles Trom his home to Highway #45 where they put him out and sald him to 
go south and not come PAIK | | 

All of the men in the ‘Group which took My berry out have been © 
identified. One | of the mov is the Court Clerk of Noxubee County 
| one is an ex-sheriff, and oné is known to be a member of the Coun ty AAA 
Committee. | The known facts in the case are now in the hands of the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Department of Justice. 

ALL MAY VOTES 

On December 6th, Prosident J. R. Butler of the Southern Tenant Far- 
ners? Union received a letter signed by the Secratary of Agriculture, 
Mr. M. Le Wilson, in which he Stated that all mahers of ‘the county 28580- 


ciation, whe ther landlords, beset had or sharecroppers, wilt be afforded 


an opportunity to cast a ballot in the next election, and that the date 
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Se 
and place for elections will be made public in 
advance. He also stated, “In accordance with the wire sent you on 
November 28, the Southern Division of the Rerseultatel Adjustment Admin- 


8 istration will give appropriate attention in the field to the complaint 


of G B. Mayberry in order to determine if there has been any violation 
of the Agricultural Adjustment Act or regulations by the officials or 


employees of the County Agricultural Conservation Association. * 


The Same Vest As Bast 


Stringtown , Mississivpi on the opposite side of the state from 


Macon, another STFU Brother Zero Mumford; also called 
county agent tor information about the date of the election. He was toid 
the aia not concern him and for him to go hone. vhis. 

wes reported to Aik The Southern Tenant Fermers' Union has 

been aspured that @ppropriats ection will be taken both by the AAA and 


the Department of Justice. 


FLOOD AND DROUGHT. RELIEF 
The newspapers us: some time ago that there are several 

million dollars available as relier for people in areas where 

On account of too mucn or too little rain. Recently we received a Letter 

from a union bia tine in Mississippi soying that several whose crops ned 
8 _ been ruined by too mach rain had applied for this relief ‘but that none of 

them had received anything as the white folk hed ‘termia Washington that 

they could, take adequate care of the situation without aay help being given ¢ 


to the sharecropvpers. 


This is one way the planters have of keeping the workers hungry — 
enough to work for next to nothing and take their pay out of the commissary 
 gtores. This situation has also been reported to the proper eauthorities 


in Washington. 


PLANTERS MUST RATAIN TENANTS 
P | According to a news item in the September 2nd issue of the Portage- 


ville Review, published at Portageville, Missouri, in New Madrid County, 


11 planters, landowners or landlords who are planning to co-operate in 1940 
in the Agricultural Program must continue their farming operations on the 


Same basis as in 1939 in so far as their tenants ani sharecroppers are con- 


cerned. 


bd 
\ 
oye 
ao 
4 
¥ 
- 
~ 
~ 
4 
~ 
oy 
a 
CB 
on. 
~ 
\ ‘ 
\ 
By 


If the landlord lists his tenants us sharecropyers or vice versa, 


or if he lists his sharecroppyers as day laboers or vice versa or if he 


attempts to throw off his tenants and Sharecropgers and run his farm by -_ 


day labor he cannot draw any government benefits. This rule applies 
throughout the south. | | 


Listen, brothers, this means something to you. It means something 


to every sharecropper snd tenant. If every man wiil refuse to take a share- 


“eron under anything but a 50-50 basis the bors will nave to give it to you 


on that basis. He cannot afford to lose the government payments, 


If every tenant will refuse to rent any land for anybody except on 


a& third and fourth basis the landlord will rent to you on that basis. He 


cannot cfford to take a chance on losing out on the vovernment moneye 


Don't take any 40-60 contracts. - Don't toke any 3/8 - 5/8 contracts. 
Don't agrie to give 1/3 of. your cotton for land rent if you are a renter. 


Don't pey eash rent for corn and hay lent unless the cash rent would be 


lover then crop rent ond if you do pry crop rent do not pay more than 1/3 
of the corn, hay or any crop other tian cotten, 


Keep this in mind. Your boss may make you move. He can do so if 


he chooses because the land is his, but he must put somebody else in your 


place. It is our job to have everybody organized so that the boss can't 


| eet anybody but a union man. 


Toll your neighbor about this, Tell him that the Southern Tenant 


Farmers’ Union is helping its wembers to get better living and working _ 


conditions. Ask him to join and stick with us for 50-50 sfharecrops and 


third end fourth rent crops. 


Don't be afraid to stand up for this because the AAA will not pay — 


one cent of benefits to the landlord who does not keep the same number of 


tenants and sharecroppers in 1940 thet he had in 1939 according to the 
numbur of acres workud. 
- This gaze is yours, You holi tie winning hand. Play your cards 


according to the rules of the game and DON'T BB BLUFFED. 
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THE SHARECROPPSRS AMD F.S.A, 


Dr. W. V. Alexander, Farm Security Aiministration Director, in 


conference in Washington with F. Betton, Vice-President and 4, Le 


| | | 
Mitchell, Secretary, of the Southern Tenant Farmers' Union, on November | 


30th, promised thet his agency would investigate the plight of displeced 


_sharecroppers in Southeastern Missouri, and provide whatever financial aid 


it could for those found in eee ‘He said that staffs of the Farm Security 
otra tion in the "cotton poot® of Hiseouri woud be and 
dirocted to help the necdy find Small tracts of land where they could raise 
food crops to supplement whatever income. they might be able to set as 


day laborer during the cotton growing season. He said that the FSA would 


attompt to finance the most needy through subsistence loans. 


The Union officials were in Washington to confer with officials 
of the Department of Agriculture on the case of George Mayberry, as well 


as to submit a plan for the re-establishment of disnlaced tenant farners 


and shnrecroppers in the southern states. Their particular concern was 


for the eighty-four fomilies living in a mokeshift camp of pole pene, 

barrel stave hut 3 whose plight is 

deaparate. 
‘The encamp men t . “ Poplar Bluff represents as the 2000 


or 2500 people, evicted from the plantations of Southeast Missouri last 


January, who moved ont and camped along highways 60 and 61 ina demons tra- 


tion calling the attention of the world to their misery. Although these | 


they later chose to follow the luadership of the United Cannery, Agricul- 


with by the proper government -gencies, 


people were members of the Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union at this time, 


tural, Packing end Allied Workers of America when the Southern Tenant 


Farmers! Union disaffilicated from this organization in March of this year. 


The land upon which they are now living was purchased through the con- 

tributions of sympsthetic people in St. Louis, Missouri. l 
‘The Scutiarn Tenant Farmers' Union feels its 

do ali in its power to aid all sharecroppers, tenants and day laborors, 

It recognizes that the condition of the group in Missouri te" sary the 


most acute evidence of 2 tremendous provlem that will affect many thousands 


of agricultural wor kers in the South if.it is not intelligently dealt 
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